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Inspiring Education for Life 
 
We aim to provide an inspirational all-round education which combines academic excellence with a 
wealth of co-curricular opportunities. Our academic track record places us among the top schools in 
the country. All our students go on to Higher Education and in 2022 over 90% went to a 'top tier' 
university of choice.  
 
However, we do not believe that raw results alone show the true measure of a school. It is far more 
important that each individual achieves his or her very best. A truly excellent education is about much 
more than academic achievement alone: it is also about developing a passion for learning, capacity 
for independent thinking, moral values, self-confidence without arrogance, and a broad range of 
interests that extend beyond the confines of the classroom. In short, it is developing the whole person, 
to ensure that each pupil leaves here ready for the challenges that lie ahead.  
  



The Sixth Form at Caterham 
Introduction 
 
As a student in the Sixth Form you will play a central part in the life of Caterham School as a senior 
member of the School community and as a role model for the next generation.  
 
The Sixth Form also represents the culmination of your school career as well as preparation for 
University. These two years are likely to be the most challenging and exciting that you have 
experienced. During this time we hope you will develop the maturity and focused ambition to succeed 
and perhaps even go beyond your own expectations. Our Sixth Form students involve themselves 
fully in a wide and stimulating range of activities, and we set high standards to enable you to develop 
the academic, creative, sporting and personal strengths needed for a rapidly changing world.  We are 
continually developing the programme for our students, creating opportunities for challenge, growth, 
inclusion and fun. 
 
Sixth Form Entry Criteria 
It is anticipated that the vast majority of pupils will pass through to our Sixth Form, though the School 
will apply a range of academic and behavioural criteria to ensure that pupils are able to thrive in our 
Sixth Form.  Performance at GCSE, previous academic performance, and previous behaviour will 
inform this decision.  Experience tells us that pupils who do not achieve our qualification thresholds 
find the pace of study in our Sixth Form extremely challenging with potential consequences for their 
wellbeing.  Consequently, pupils need to achieve a minimum of 44 points from their best six 
GCSEs (excluding native language GCSEs) in order to qualify for the Sixth Form.  In addition, 
individual A Level subjects have their own GCSE qualification requirements which pupils must 
also achieve.  The School will consult parents before the end of the Spring Term in the Fifth Year 

if there appears to be any reason why the pupil may be refused a place at the next stage of the School, 
although it is likely that these conversations will start at the beginning of the Fifth Year or 
earlier.  Parents must in every case give a term’s notice if it is not the pupil’s and their intention to 
continue from Fifth to Sixth Form. 
 
The Sixth Form Curriculum 
Students following a subject to A Level will have a two-year course and will not sit AS exams at the 
end of the Lower Sixth.  There are a few exceptions where students will sit AS exams as it will be in 



 
Pathways 

In the second term of the EDGE programme, students will be divided into groups to enable them to 
follow the "pathway" best suited for their ambitions when they leave the sixth form. Students will have 



Most academic departments have similar groups that meet regularly. The Library organises subject-
specific book groups and has an extensive range of online and



Making the Transition 
Your satisfaction with your choice of A Levels and your motivation towards the target of University are 
key elements in ensuring success in examinations.   You will be allocated to a Tutor who will monitor 
your academic work and involvement in co-curricular activities, in consultation with the Sixth Form 
team. 
 
Your Form Tutor will see you daily to provide guidance in the day-to-day triumphs and setbacks 
throughout the two years.  The tutor group will provide you with support, separated from the busy 
nature of the working day.  Your Tutor will encourage you to



SUBJECT REQUIREMENTS 
Individual subject qualifications are as follows: 
 

Subject Minimum Requirement for A Level 
Art: Fashion Textiles 

 
7 in an Art, Design (e.g., 3D or DT) or Media GCSE 

Art: Fine Art 

 

7 in Art 

Art: Photography 

 
7 in an Art, Design (e.g., 3D or DT) or Media GCSE 

Biological Sciences 

 
7 in Biology Paper and 7 in Mathematics 

Business  7 in Business Studies (if taken) as well as a minimum of 
6s in English Language or Literature and in Maths (7s if 
Business Studies not taken at GSCE)  

Chemistry 

 
7 in Chemistry Paper and 7 in Mathematics 

Computer Science 
 

7 in Computer Science and must study Maths A Level 

Drama and Theatre 

 
7 in Drama and 7 in English Language or Literature 

Economics 

 
7 in Mathematics and 7 in English Language or Literature 
7 in Business studies only if taken at GCSE 

English Literature 

 
7 in English Literature and in English Language 

French 

 
7 in French 

Geography 

 
7 in Geography and a minimum of 6 in English Language 
or Literature 

German 

 
7 in German 

History 

 
7 in History and a minimum of 6 in English Language or 
Literature 

Latin & Greek 

 
7 in relevant Language 

Mathematics 

 
8 in Mathematics* 



Art: Fashion Textiles 

A Level                  



Art: Fine Art  
A Level                  Exam Board: Eduqas 
AS Level                  Exam Board: Eduqas 
 





Biology  
A Level                          Exam Board: AQA 
 
No subject is moving faster than Biology. With recent advances in our knowledge of genetics, the 
sequencing of the human genome, and a fierce worldwide debate raging over evolution, stem cell 
research, cloning, GM crops and many other topics, there is no greater time to be studying Biology. 
 
Entrance requirements:  
A GCSE grade of at least 7 in Biology is required.  In addition Mathematics should have been passed 
with a 7, and a sound knowledge of Chemistry is important. 
 
While taking Biology on its own with no other Sciences is perfectly fine, the ideal mix of subjects for 
Lower Sixth Biology is Biology, Chemistry and Mathematics. 
 
Career opportunities:  
For Degree courses in Biology, Biochemistry, Biotechnology, Forensic, Microbiology, Marine Biology 
and others, a combination with Chemistry and often Mathematics is usually taken.  A Level Chemistry 
is essential at virtually all Medical Schools for Medicine, Dentistry or Veterinary Science. 
 





Chemistry 
A Level                                Exam Board: OCR 
 
Why study chemistry? 
We all do chemistry every day.  
 
As soon as you wake up in the morning, you start doing chemistry. Chemistry explains why an egg 



Computer Science 
A Level              Exam Board: OCR 
 
Entrance Requirements 
In order to study Computer Science at A Level you need to have studied the subject for GCSE and 
achieved at least a grade 7. You should also have a minimum of a 7 in GCSE Maths and be studying 
Maths at A Level.  
 
You must have your own laptop to complete your work. 
 
Why Study Computer Science? 
Computer Science is all about problem solving. This is probably the most important skill for life. 
 
Computer Science is a practical subject where students can apply the academic principles learned in 
the classroom to real-world systems. It is an intensely creative subject that combines invention and 
excitement, and can look at the natural world through a digital prism. Computational thinking helps 
students to develop the skill to solve problems, design systems and understand the po



Design & Technology: Product Design 
A Level               Exam Board: OCR 
AS Level               Exam Board: OCR 
 

Entrance requirements: 
We would expect all students to have achieved at least a grade 7 in GCSE 3D or DT. It may be 
possible for some Art and Design GCSE students to take up Product Design; in these instances, 
students will need to present a portfolio of work (further information on this is available from Mr Taylor, 
Head of Design & Technology) as well as achieving a 7 in their Art and Design GCSE. 
 

Career opportunities:  
Product Design is  



 

AS Level: 
All Lower Sixth students will work on the same course structure in the first term.  Assessment is 
comprised of a written exam (1¾ hours; 50% of the total) including technical principles and problem 
solving and the NEA, a substantial ‘Design and Make’ project (45 hours; 50% of the total).



 

Drama and Theatre  

A Level                Exam Board: AQA 
 

Entrance requirements: 
This course requires previous experience of Drama GCSE with a grade 7 or comparable experience 
of work in the theatre. All students must have an understanding of how to analyse text in performance, 
as well as be capable of applying methodologies of different practitioners to practical work. Technical 
candidates should possess secure performance skills, as set texts are explored practically. Given the 
theoretical and analytical demands of the A Level in Drama and Theatre, all candidates should have 
attained grade 7 or above in English Language or Literature at GCSE. 
 

Career opportunities: 
Drama and Theatre is widely accepted as a valuable subject for degree courses such as English 



 

Economics 
A Level                                        Exam Board: AQA 
 
Entrance requirements: 
We would expect all students to have achieved GCSE English Language or Literature and 
Mathematics at a minimum of grade 7. 
 
Career opportunities: 
Economics is highly regarded by both universities and employers. They like to recruit people who can 
think for themselves, be critical and develop logical arguments. Studying Economics will help you 
develop these skills and is valuable to anyone thinking of any sort of career in the business world, 
dealing with finance or tackling major issues such as global warming and world 



 

English Literature 
A Level                 Exam Board: OCR 
 
If you want to spend two years exploring some of the greatest stories, poems and plays written over 
the last 500 years, then this is the course for you. No subject is wider reaching and few are as well 
regarded by universities and employers. In English Literature, we will not guarantee you an A* -
because it is academically rigorous - but we will guarantee you two years of challenge, exceptional 
teaching and mind-broadening discussion.   
  
Entrance requirements:  
You need to have a 7 in both English Language and English Literature at GCSE Level.  
  
Career opportunities:  
English Literature complements almost every other subject: Modern Languages, Biology, History, 
Classics, Geography, Drama, Philosophy, Economics – and even to combine it with Maths makes a 
fierce combination.  A Level English Literature is a Facilitating Subject, highly regarded by all 
universities, and paves the way for a range of degree courses: History, Politics, Languages, 
Law, Anthropology, Theology, Business, Marketing, Economics, Media Studies, Linguistics, Drama, 
Philosophy and Sociology.   
  
An English degree may lead to a wide variety of careers, notably law, politics, advertising, the media, 
management and the Civil Service, and students enjoy the privilege of not being limited by virtue of 
their subject in their final career decision.  
  
Structure of course:  
N.B. Text choices for the coursework element will vary from teacher to teacher.    
 

Lower Sixth Content Upper Sixth Content 
o Close analysis Coursework: Feminine 

Gospels   
o Dystopian 

or Prose Paper: Dracula and The 
Bloody Chamber and Other 
Stories or 1984 and The Handmaidôs 
Tale  

o Comparison Coursework: A Streetcar 
Named Desire   

o Comparison paper: A Dollôs House and 
starting the poetry Paradise 
Lost Books IX and X or The Millerôs 
Tale or Rossettiôs poetry  

o Comparison continued for Paradise Lost 
IX and X or The Millerôs 
Tale or Rossettiôs poetry  

o Comparison coursework: text of pupil’s 
choice  

o Shakespeare: Hamlet or The Tempest  
o Unseen Material – 

Dystopian/ Gothic Extracts  
o Revision of Lower Sixth material   
 

 
Assessment:  
Texts will depend on teachers and their chosen areas of interest and passion, so may change, but the 
following summarises what is currently being taught.  



 

All externally assessed components are ‘closed book’.   
  
There will be many opportunities in the Sixth Form for you to enjoy English-related activities outside 
the limitations of the syllabus. There is a very successful Literary Society and 



 

French 
A Level              Exam Board: Edexcel 
 
Entrance requirements:  
Candidates for A Level French should have taken Higher papers at GCSE and achieved a 7 or above.  
 
Career opportunities:  
Where Higher Education is concerned, as well as the more traditional University language courses, 
there is a wide selection where languages are linked, 



 

The structure includes four engaging themes studied alongside two works, one literary text and one 
film. 

Les changements dans la société française 
La culture politique et artistique dans les pays francophones 
Lôimmigration et la soci®t® multiculturelle franaise 
LôOccupation et la R®sistance 

 



 

Geography 

International A Level              Exam Board: CIE 
 
Entrance requirements: 
A GCSE grade of at least a 7 in Geography is required as it signifies a broadly acceptable foundation 
from which to embark on A Level Geography. A need for effective communication requires a grade 6 



 

 

German  
A Level          Exam Board: Edexcel 
 
Entrance requirements:  
Candidates for A Level German need at least a grade 7 at GCSE.  
 
Higher Education and Career:  
There are a large number of degree courses which involve the study of German. The subject can be 



 

History 

A Level                Exam Board: Edexcel 
 
Entrance requirements: 
A minimum of a grade 7 at History GCSE is required a minimum of a 6 in English Language or 
Literature. 
 
Career opportunities:  
History is a fantastic A-level choice for those interested in understanding the nature of humanity. 
With courses that encompass every dimension of human activity and transferable skills for almost 
any future study or career, this is the subject for those with curious minds and great capacity for 
analysis. A highly respected academic qualification, delivered by a passionate and dynamic cadre of 
teachers who will support and challenge you to excel, history presents an exciting opportunity 
for sixth form study and beyond. Classed as a facilitating subject, history remains extremely 
attractive to Russell Group universities and offers an entry point for degrees ranging from History, 



 

Latin & Greek 

A Level                            Exam Board: OCR 
 



 

Mathematics 
A Level                  Exam Board: AQA 
 

Entrance requirements:  
The Maths GCSE grade required to study Maths at A Level is 8. The Maths GCSE grade required to 



 



 

Philosophy, Ethics & Theology 
A Level                  Exam Board: OCR 
 

Examination requirements: 
A 7 or better in Religious Studies GCSE together with a 6 in English Language or Literature, or 7 in 
English Language or Literature if RS not taken at GCSE. 
 

Career Opportunities: 
In a world where technological development is at the forefront of our lives, it may at first seem 



 

Physical Education 

A Level                 Examining Board: Edexcel 
 
Entrance requirements:  
A grade 7 in GCSE Physical Education is required for A Level, as long as a 7 has been achieved on 
the theory paper. It may be possible to accept pupils who have not studied the subject for GCSE, 



 

Physics 

A Level                      Exam Board: OCR 
 

Physics is the subject that, more than any other, explains the universe around us at its most 





 

Psychology 

A Level                          Exam Board: AQA  
 
Entrance requirements:  
Minimum of 6 in Biology, Mathematics & English Language or Literature, with 7 in either Biology or 
Mathematics. 
 
Career opportunities:  
Psychology is a multifaceted scientific subject. Not only does it lead to a variety of specific degree 
options (e.g. Clinical Psychology) but it also serves as a valuable basis for other higher education 
options (e.g., Neuroscience; Law; Nursing, Business Management). Many of our pupils go on to study 
pure psychology and specific study options (e.g., clinical and forensic psychology) at university 
(including Oxbridge courses).  To achieve chartered status as a Psychologist, a highly standardised 
and regulated route of study and practice is required (https://www.bps.org.uk/public/become-

https://www.bps.org.uk/public/become-psychologist
https://www.bps.org.uk/public/become-psychologist


 

well as a diligent approach to one’s studies in order to cope with the significant breadth and dept



 

Spanish 
A Level                      Exam Board: AQA 
 

Entrance requirements:  
Candidates for A Level Spanish need at least a 7 at GCSE.  
 

Career opportunities:  
Spanish is a global language and it is growing fast. Of course we know that it is spoken by the 40 
million people who live in Spain. You were probably aware that most Central and South American 
countries are also Spanish speaking. You may not have been aware that there are around 38 million 
Spanish speakers in the United States – a figure that is growing – and that many parts of America 
have Spanish as a first language. Being able to speak Spanish opens up a wealth of opportunities in 
this globalised economy in which we now live. Employers in sectors such as Banking, Accountancy, 
the Armed Forces, Law, Insurance, Publishing and the Civil Service are always looking for people with 
language skills. Indeed, it is becoming increasingly common to find that a second language is a pre-
requisite for a job. 
 

Structure of course:  
Starting with principles familiar to a good GCSE candidate, the A Level course in Spanish aims to:  

•



 

IELTS / EAL 
International Students Only 

All international students study for and sit the IELTS exam, aiming to leave Caterham School with a 
certificate showing a minimum of 7.0 in each part. On arrival, all Lower Sixth international students sit 
a mock IELTS paper to assess their current English level and determine which group they will join in 
order to achieve the above grade as quickly and efficiently as possible. With a focus on academic 
English, this course also supports the main A Level subjects.  
  
In addition, students have the opportunity to follow individual courses (so-called 121s), the content of 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Harestone Valley Road 
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Telephone: +44 (0)1883 343028 

Email: admissions@caterhamschool.co.uk 
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